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Bishop Auckland Town Council Minutes 
Events Committee, 12th October 2020 

 
A meeting of the Events Committee was held via Zoom  on Monday 12th October 2020 at 3.00 p.m. 
 
Present: Councillor Brownson (Chairman), and Councillors Allen and Chappell 
 
Also Present: Sarah Harris (Town Clerk) and Caitlin Boylan (Events & Projects Officer) 
 
EC.8/20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Apologies were submitted by Councillors Blackburn and L.Zair. 
 
EC.9/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest 
 
EC.10/20 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 
 EVENTS PROGRAMME 
 
EC.11/20 YOUTH AWARDS 
 Consideration was given to a report reviewing the 2019 Youth Awards and examined 

options for the 2020 event.  (For copy see file of Minutes, Events Committee 2020-08-
19). 
 
Members noted that the Town Awards was an ongoing project and will be flexible to 
meet the needs of schools.  
 
Members were in agreement that the Town Awards should distance themselves from 
any Business or Civic Awards to avoid confusion but ensure local businesses are 
aware they can be nominated or enter.  

 
RECOMMENDED: 1. That the Town Awards be flexible with dates   
 
 2. That communications with local schools be ongoing   

 
 
 
EC.12/20 HALLOWEEN  

Consideration was given to promoting Halloween in Bishop Auckland to engage the 
community and create virtual events for members of the public.  
 
Members were in agreement that monetary support can be given to Angel Trust for the 
Halloween Hampers to the value of £100.00.  
 

 
       RECOMMENDED       1.  That funds be provided to Angel Trust with the agreement 

that BATC named as supporting partner  
 

 2.      That businesses of Bishop Auckland be approached to 
share pictures and/or business promotion that relates to 
Halloween that we will share on social media 

 
 3.      That allotment growers be approached to share pumpkin 

pictures  
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EC.13/20 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

Consideration was given to a report reviewing arrangements for 2019 and considering 
arrangements for 2020.  (For copy see file of Minutes, Events Committee 2020-08-19). 
 
It was noted that the 2020 Remembrance Sunday event cannot take place as planned 
due to Covid-19 restrictions and that Bishop Auckland Town Council will not be a 
partner in the planned Royal British Legion event.  
 
It was agreed that Bishop Auckland Town Council will still provide a service to council 
members to order wreaths for them to lay privately.  
 
Consideration was given to the project run by South Durham Enterprise Agency for a 
monetary donation to the value of £700.00 for the project taking place from the 6th to 
the 8th November to project poppies from Number 42 Market Place, Bishop Auckland to 
St Anne’s Church, Bishop Auckland. It has also been confirmed that Durham County 
Council will be lighting in red DCC owned buildings including Bishop Auckland Town 
Hall but this would have no impact on the plans of South Durham Enterprise Agency.  
 
As with previous Remembrance Sunday events, the Poppy Banner created by the local 
WI will also be on display from the Town Hall balcony, weather permitting.  
 
 
RECOMMENDED: 1. That a press release share publicly information on the 

cancellation of Remembrance Sunday 2020 
 
 2. That approval be given to providing funds to South 

Durham Enterprise Agency   
 

 
EC.14/20 CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

Consideration was given to a report reviewing the 2019 Christmas event and also 
considering arrangements for 2020.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was noted that we would continue with AH Events should the government restrictions 
be lifted but source quotes for alternative options. Alternative options include but not 
limited to visits to each ward of Bishop Auckland rather than focusing the event on 
Bishop Auckland Market Place.  
 
It was considered that the current Christmas 2020 plan of a ‘santa sleigh’ through the 
town may not be achievable during Covid-19 restrictions due to crowds gathering and 
lack of stewarding or policing of the event. Alternative plans have been discussed to 
include videos to schools and activity packs families can print or complete from home.  
 
RECOMMENDED: 1. That the Christmas event become a virtual event  

 
2. That AH Events be advised that a Santa Sleigh event is 

now unlikely for 2020 due to Covid-19 restrictions  
 
3. That costings sourced from video companies to create 

Santa videos  
 
4.       That schools be contacted to find out the level of 

engagement with proposed Santa videos  
 
5.      That businesses of Bishop Auckland be promoted during 

the Christmas shopping season 
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6.      That Durham County Council is contacted regarding use 

of empty shop fronts to decorate for Christmas to improve 
the look and feel of quieter streets in Bishop Auckland   

 
 
EC.15/20 TOWN RAFFLE  

Consideration was given to the Town Raffle project and how it may not be suitable to 
promote at this time.  
 
Members were in agreement that responsibility be passed to Angel Trust if they are 
happy to raffle the prizes on our behalf and credit the funds raised to Bishop Auckland 
Town Council.   
 

 
       RECOMMENDED      1.        That the prize donated by Cello be allocated directly to 

Angel Trust to raffle  
 

   
 


