
  
Minutes of a MEETING of BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN COUNCIL held in the Wesley Room at the Four 
Clocks Centre, Bishop Auckland on TUESDAY, 24TH APRIL 2012 at 6.00 p.m.  
 
Present:  Councillor Lethbridge (in the Chair) and Councillors Anderson, Golightly, Kay, Laurie, Lee, 
Wilson and Lesley Zair.  
 
Also Present:  Linda Goldie (Town Clerk). 
 
TC  208/12  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Fleming, Huntington and Sam Zair. 
 
TC 209 /12  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
TC 210/12  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
TC 211/12  MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 
                   HELD ON 27TH MARCH 2012 
 
RESOLVED:  That, subject to the words “Introduction of” being deleted from the heading in Minute TC 
192/12, the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27th March 2012 be approved and adopted. 
 
TC 212/12  MATTERS ARISING 
 
                   (a)  Friends of Bishop Auckland Station 
                         (Minute No. TC 201/12 (c) refers) 
 
The request from the Friends of Bishop Auckland Station will be discussed at the May Finance 
Committee. 
 
TC 213/12  MINUTES OF COMMITTEES – 
 
                    (a)  Planning Committee – 27th March 2012 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 27th March 2012 be approved and 
adopted. 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
                    (b)  Finance Committee – 17th April 2012 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Finance Committee held on 17th April 2012 be approved and 
adopted. 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
TC  214/12  REPORT OF TOWN MAYOR 
 
The Mayor reported that he had attended the following: 
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 27th March     -     Breathe Easy Group 

 6th April          -     Walk of Witness from Newgate Centre to Market Place 

 13th April        -     Ferryhill Town Council – Civic Dinner 

 19th April        -     Great Aycliffe Town Council – Charity Cabaret 

 20th April        -     Press photo at the Kings Balti to receive Butterwick Hospice collecting tin 

 20th April        -     Taste of Durham – Foretaste of some of the Food Festival items 

 21st April        -     Bishop Auckland Food Festival in the Durham Dales 
 
TC  215/12 UNITARY AUTHORITY UPDATE 
 

 Councillor Lee said that she and the Town Clerk had attended a meeting with William Hill and Vicky 
McCourt from Durham County Council Regeneration and Economic Development when the 
Bishop Auckland Masterplan was discussed.  The Masterplan was on the agenda to be discussed 
later in the meeting. 

 
TC  216/12  REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AND TRAINING EVENTS 
 
 There were no reports. 
                             
Report of Town Clerk.     The Town Clerk reported as follows:- 
 
TC  217/12  DRAFT COUNTY DURHAM CYCLING STRATEGY  
                   AND ACTION PLAN 2012-2015 – CONSULTATION 
 
This item was referred for discussion from the last Council Meeting when it was agreed that Councillor 
Kay would read the 19 page document and report back.  
 
This document was the third cycling strategy for County Durham.  The strategy and action plan aimed to 
bring together key partners who could make changes for a better cycling County. 
 
Their vision is – Cycling is a visible, normal, everyday activity.  Cycling is part of Durham’s culture and is 
a safe, affordable and enjoyable mode of transport as well as a fun, family-friendly, cheap and accessible 
and competitive leisure activity. 
 
The County Council would like to hear views on this draft by Wednesday, 2nd May 2012. 
 
Comments could be sent to prow@durham.gov.uk before the deadline. 
 
Councillor Kay reported that he was a keen cyclist and that more and more people were taking to bikes 
but there were so many bad designs of road furniture which made it difficult for cyclists to negotiate.  
Cycle routes were not maintenance free and in his opinion they were not designed by cyclists and could 
be better maintained. These were some of the issues he was concerned about. 
    
RESOLVED:  That Councillor Kay draft a suitable response to the consultation based on some of the 
comments raised and submit it to the Town Clerk and the Mayor after which it would be e-mailed to all 
members and the County Council. 
 
TC  218/12  THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF DURHAM (FOOTPATHS BETWEEN NOS. 42 AND 
                    44 ABBEY ROAD, BISHOP AUCKLAND AND NOS. 7 AND 9 HARDISTY CRESCENT, 
                    BISHOP AUCKLAND) PUBLIC PATH STOPPING UP ORDER 2012 
 
A notice of the making of the above Public Path Stopping Up Order 2012 together with a copy of the 
Order and relevant plan had been received from the County Council. 
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Councillors Lee and Lethbridge were pleased to note that this had now taken place as they had been 
involved with the problems in this area over a period of time 
 
A copy was on file in the Town Clerk’s office. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted. 
 
TC  219/12  BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN TEAM – 
                    EVENTS WORKING PARTY UPDATE 
 
The Events Working Party of the Bishop Auckland Town Team had been having regular meetings to 
draw up a programme of activities and events to be held on the Saturday and Sunday, 2nd and 3rd June 
over the weekend of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations and the Olympic Torch Relay on 
Sunday, 17th June 2012. 
 
Members would be kept up-to-date with developments. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted. 
 
TC  220/12  TINDALE CRESCENT WORKINGMENS CLUB, TINDALE CRESCENT, 
                    BISHOP AUCKLAND –  NEW PREMISES LICENCE APPLICATION 
 
Notification had been received from the County Council advising that a New Premises Licence 
Application had been received from Tindale Crescent Workingmens Club, Tindale Crescent, Bishop 
Auckland. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted. 
 
TC 221/12  COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW – 
                   UNPARISHED AREA OF CROOK 
 
The County Council commenced a Community Governance Review for the Unparished area of Crook on 
1st November 2011.  Initial views had been received during the first stage of consultation and had helped 
shape a number of options which had been drawn up to consult upon. 
 
All residents in the affected areas had now received consultation documents seeking their views on 
these final options and full details of the next stage of this Community Governance Review can be found 
at www.durham.gov.uk/community governance. 
 
Views and any additional comments on this stage of the review can be sent by e-mail to: 
crookcgr@durham.gov.uk or in writing to Democratic Services, Durham County Council, Room 1/14, 
County Hal, Durham, DH1 5UL by Thursday, 31st May 2012. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted. 
 
TC  222/12  DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL – BISHOP AUCKLAND MASTER PLAN 
 
Durham County Council had created masterplans for Bishop Auckland and Crook. 
 
Plans for Bishop Auckland included examining ways to increase the number of visitors to Auckland 
Castle, which housed the famous Zurburan paintings, and improving the town’s bus and rail networks 
and hotel accommodation. 
 
The masterplan also identified national retailers as a priority and focused on the possible expansion of 
the Newgate Centre as an important project. 
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Other plans for Bishop Auckland included new affordable homes, redevelopment of Kingsway and a 
customer access point. 
 
Councillor Lee commented that there was a need for the Town Council to be prominently situated in the 
centre of the Town with Councillor Kay stating that the Town Council was a key stakeholder in this plan 
which was to raise the profile of Bishop Auckland.  He expressed his concern that certain events 
completely missed out the town centre and that it was important to channel these through the town. 
 
RESOLVED:  That Durham County Council be informed that the Town Council and the Town Team need 
to be included in any meetings concerning the progression of plans for Bishop Auckland.  
 
TC  223/12  LETTER OF SYMPATHY TO THE MAYOR AND  
                   COMMUNITIES OF TOULOUSE – REPLY 
 
It was reported at the last meeting that the Mayor had requested the Town Clerk to send a letter of 
sympathy to the Mayor and communities of Toulouse in the wake of the murders which had taken place 
and a copy of a reply had been circulated. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted. 

 
TC  224/12  CIVIL PARKING ENFORCEMENT – DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
Durham County Council had advised that it was pursuing an application to the Secretary of State for 
Transport for Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE) powers in the south of the County.  It was hoped CPE 
could commence towards the end of the year.             
 
This meant that responsibility for all parking contraventions was passed from Durham Constabulary to 
the County Council.  This process had been successfully operated in Durham District since October 2008 
and north Durham since November 2011.  
 
It was necessary to seek the view and approval of all of the communities before proceeding and an 
information leaflet explaining CPE was available on request or online at www.durham.gov.uk/parking. 
 
Members commented on the possibility of a free parking day being provided, new signage and proper 
monitoring of the Blue Badge Scheme. 
 
RESOLVED:  That Durham County Council be requested to let the Town Council have a copy of the 
results of a parking strategy which had been carried out and that a representative of Durham County 
Council be asked to speak on it. 
 
TC  225/12  WEARDALE RAILWAY – LATHERBRUSH BRIDGE TO B & Q –  
                    CONDITION OF EMBANKMENT 
                   (Min FIN 90/11 17th January 2012 refers) 
 
In accordance with the above minute, a letter of complaint was sent to the Railway regarding the 
condition of the embankment between Latherbrush Bridge and B & Q. 
 
A copy of a reply from Graham Isom, Acting Manager of the Weardale Railway Trust Ltd. had been 
circulated. 
 
Councillor Laurie commented that the letter was somewhat confusing and did not actually say what 
definite action they were going to take. 
 
RESOLVED:  (i)  That a further letter be sent to the Weardale Railway pointing out that the Town Council 
was prepared to offer match funding up to £1,000 to have the site professionally cleared on the 
understanding that the project would be managed by them and our contribution would be subject to 
receipt of invoices. 
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(ii)  That when a reply is received, a meeting be arranged on site with representatives of the Railway and 
Councillors Anderson, Laurie and the Town Clerk. 
 

TC  226/12  TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
 

 Bishop Auckland Food Festival in the Durham Dales – Kate James, Festivals and 
Events Manager, Visit County Durham to update members on the success of the Food 
Festival – June Council Meeting 

 The Bishop of Durham – The Rt. Revd. Justin Welby be requested to attend the July 
Council Meeting. 

 The Travelling Community – Scott McNally, Travellers’ Liaison Officer, Durham County 
Council be requested to attend the September Council Meeting.   
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