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Minutes of a MEETING of BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN COUNCIL held in the Wesley Room at the 
Four Clocks Centre, Bishop Auckland on TUESDAY 23rd APRIL 2013 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
Present: Councillor Kay (in the Chair) and Councillors Anderson, Golightly, Laurie, Lee and 

Wilson. 
 
Also Present: David Anderson (Town Clerk), Beryl Anderson, John Thurlbeck (Durham County 

Council, Events Team) and Dave Hancock (Durham Constabulary). 
 
 
TC 183/12 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Huntington, L. Zair and S. Zair. 
 
TC 184/12 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

There were no members of the public present. 
 
TC 185/12 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 No declarations were made 
 
TC 186/12 VELO 29 - BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN CENTRE RACES 

Beryl Anderson and John Thurlbeck gave a presentation on a cycling event, ‘Velo 29 
Bishop Auckland Town Centre Races’ which had been proposed to be held in the 
town from 2014. 
 
John Thurlbeck explained that a number of town centre races had been held in 
Durham since 2010.  Races were generally held during the summer months and 
consisted of challenging courses with short laps of about 1km.  This provided a 
competition with fast and exciting racing which was very spectator friendly and 
attracted good media coverage. 
 
Velo 29 was a small north east company formed in 2009 by Richard Williamson, a 
former international cyclist.  His vision was to deliver high quality events which were 
inclusive and accessible to the public.  They now have a portfolio of some of the top 
cycling events including rounds of the Premier Calendar and National Criterium 
Series, the UK’s highest standard of cycle racing. 
 
Durham County Council was seeking support from Bishop Auckland Town Council to 
work in partnership with Velo 29 to stage a closed road town centre cycle race in 
Bishop Auckland in August 2014.  
 
The race offered an opportunity for Bishop Auckland to host, and be associated with a 
fashionable sport at an elite level.  The recently renovated Market Place would be the 
focal point for the race, which would attract media coverage including television.  A 
large number of spectators would be expected which would offer income generation 
opportunities for local businesses.  If successful, it was possible that the event could 
be staged over a number of years. 
 
In relation to event delivery John Thurlbeck explained the elements that would be 
provided by Velo 29 and Durham County Council.  However this left a number of 
items costing around £12,000, which had not yet been allocated.  It was requested 
that Bishop Auckland Town Council assist with sponsorship for these items. 
 
Following detailed debate, Members agreed in principal to supporting the event, 
however did not feel that they could commit to sponsorship at the current time.  It was 
suggested that further consideration be given after the local elections. 
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RESOLVED: 1. That the Town Council support Velo 29 in principal. 
 
 2. That further consideration be given after the local elections. 
 
 

TC 187/12 MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 28th MARCH 2013 
 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes be approved as a correct record. 
 
There were no matters arising 
 

TC 188/12 MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
 

a. Planning Committee 26th March 2013 
b. Finance Committee 16th April 2013 
 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be approved and adopted. 
 
There were no matters arising 
 
 

TC 189/12 REPORT OF TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that since the last meeting he had attended the following events:- 
 

 Princes Trust Volunteers at the Lightfoot Centre to meet young people and 
volunteers 

 Food Festival, 21st April to draw the winning ticked for the Town Team raffle  

 65th Wedding Anniversary to present a bouquet  
 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 
 
 

TC 190/12 UNITARY AUTHORITY UPDATE 
 Councillor Lee reported that the situation at Boucher Court was improving.  Meetings 

were now being held with residents every two months. 
 

RESOLVED: That the information be noted 
 
 
 REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AND TRAINING 

EVENTS 
 
TC 191/12 DURHAM CONSTABULARY 

Dave Hancock was present at the meeting in place of Insp. Peace who was speaking 
at a national seminar on the success of neighbourhood policing within Bishop 
Auckland. 
 
Dave Hancock updated Members as to recent Police activities in the Town. 
 
It was noted that the situation was improving at Boucher Court.  Meetings were now 
being held every two months rather than every month. 
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Preparations were being made for the travelling season.  Particular attention was 
being given to movement of travellers going through the area towards Appleby. 
 
The night time economy continued to be effectively policed, particularly on busy 
evenings. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 

 
 
TC 192/12 TOWN TEAM 

Councillor Anderson reported on recent activities associated with the Town Team.  A 
large teddy bear had been donated by Beales Department Store which had been 
used for a name the bear competition on 9th April.  £120 had been raised. 
 
The draw had been made for the Christmas Street Lights raffle at the Food Festival 
on 21st April.  Around 700 tickets had been sold.  A number of grant applications had 
also been made to raise funds for the lights. 
 
Arrangements were continuing to be made for forthcoming events including a fashion 
show with a twist which would be held on 15th June, a War on the Line event to be 
held on 7th July and a car show to be held in August. 
 
RESOLVED: 1. That the information be noted. 
 
 

TC193/12 THE BIG LOCAL 
 Councillor Anderson reported that meetings were continuing to be held, however only 

slow progress was being made. 
 

RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 
 

 
TC 194/12 PARTNERSHIP WORKING 

Members of the Strategy Committee and the Town Clerk had met with Oliver Sherratt, 
Head of Direct Services, and Jimmy Bennett, Streetscene Manager, Durham County 
Council to explore the possibility of partnership working. 
 
Areas discussed included:- 
 

 Provision of play equipment in local parks 

 Assistance with the operation of the market, should the bid be successful 

 Christmas Street Lights 

 Provision of fittings on lampposts to hang banners 
 

Oliver Sherratt was to give further consideration to the possibility of working together 
on these items. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 

 
 
TC 195/12 MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL, 28th – 30th JUNE 

Members were reminded that it had been decided to scale down the 2013 Music 
Festival due to damage to college fields caused the previous year, which had not yet 
recovered, and the disappointing long range whether forecast.  The 2013 Festival 
was to be held indoors hopefully returning to an outdoor event in 2014. 
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A fairground would be held on the College car park and would operate from Friday 
28th – Sunday 30th June 
 
Local and regional bands would perform inside the College Art Atrium on Saturday 
29th June.  It was noted that there would not be a headline band.  Due to the reduced 
scale of the Festival it was likely that there would be savings on the Council’s budget 
in relation to this event. 
 
The Proms would be held on Sunday 30th June in the College Sports Hall, which had 
a capacity of 500.  The Hall would be carpeted and a bar provided.  Despite being 
indoors arrangements for the event would be the same as an outdoor event with 
those attending being able to bring their own seating, tables, picnics, including 
alcohol. 
 
A number of orchestras had been requested to quote for the proms.  Consideration 
was given to the selection of an appropriate orchestra.  Members agreed to leave the 
final decision to the Music Festival Committee. 
 
RESOLVED: 1. That the information be noted. 
 
 2. That the Music Festival Committee select an appropriate 

orchestra for the Proms. 
 

 
TC 196/12 BISHOP FM – APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Members considered an application from Bishop FM requesting a financial 
contribution towards the cost of relocating and upgrading their transmitter. 
 
In normal circumstances the application would have been considered by the Finance 
Committee, however the request was received after the issue of the agenda for 
meeting held on 16th April and therefore could not be considered.  The transmitter had 
to be relocated within the next three weeks and given the urgency of the request the 
Chairman of the Finance Committee and the Mayor had agreed for it to be considered 
at the Town Council meeting. 
 
The current location of Bishop FM’s transmitter needed to be vacated in three weeks 
and therefore arrangements were being made for the transmitter to be relocated at 
Toft Hill Community Centre at a total cost of £3,016. 
 
Bishop FM had requested a donation of £500 to assist with the cost of relocation. 
 
 
RESOLVED: That a donation of £500 be made to Bishop FM to assist in the 

relocation of the transmitter. 
 

TC 197/12 REVIEW OF ALLOTMENTS POLICY 
Members noted that the current allotments policy (Allotment Rules) had been 
unaltered since the adoption of allotments from Wear Valley District Council in 2009.  
Whilst the policy had served the Council appropriately a recent evaluation had shown 
that it was in need of review.  This would be programmed to be completed in the 
coming year, however aspects of the policy relating to the keeping of horses on 
allotments required strengthening prior to a general review. 
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The Chairman of the Allotments Committee and the Town Clerk had met with a 
representative of the British Horse Society to seek advice on the welfare of horses.  It 
was suggested that the following rules be included:- 

 

 Where permission to keep a horse on an allotment is granted by the Council, the 
tenant should ensure the welfare of the horse in accordance with the Animal 
Welfare Act 2006 and the ‘Code of Practice for the welfare of Horses, Ponies, 
Donkeys and their hybrids’ issued by Defra. 
 

 The total area of the allotment plot should be used for the welfare of the horse.  
Discounts will therefore not be applied for cultivating an allotment plot where 
permission has been given to keep a horse. 
 

 Horses kept on Town Council allotments should be electronically chipped and 
have a valid and up to date passport. 
 

 The Town Council will work closely with the with the British Horse Society and 
make regular inspections with them to ensure the welfare of horses kept on 
Council allotments. 

 
RESOLVED: That appropriate amendments be made to the Allotments Rules 

with immediate effect. 
 
 

TC 198/12 PAYROLL SERVICE – PROGRESS UPDATE 
Members were reminded that the Town Council was to carry out its own payroll 
function from April 2013 (Minute FIN.110/12 and TC.175/12 refer) and noted 
progress. 

 
A BACS facility had been requested from Lloyds TSB to enable electronic payments 
to be made direct into bank accounts.  This had been acknowledged but the facility 
had not yet been created.  As a contingency it was intended to make payments by 
cheque if the facility was not available by payday (25th April). 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted and action taken endorsed. 

 
 
TC 199/12 TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

The following topics for future discussion were noted. 
 
Sarah Robson, Head of Economic Development and Chris Myers, Regeneration 
Projects Manager, Durham County Council. 
 
Inspector Martin Peace had indicated that he would attend Town Council meetings on 
a quarterly basis.  He would provide a written report for the meetings which he was 
not in attendance. 
 
Beryl Anderson, John Thurlbeck – Velo 29 - Bishop Auckland Town Centre Races 
 


