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Minutes of the MEETING of BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN COUNCIL held in the Wesley Room at 
the Four Clocks Centre, Bishop Auckland on TUESDAY 28TH JULY 2015 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
Present: Councillor Brownson (Mayor), and Councillors Anderson, Fleming, Lethbridge and 

Wilson,  
 
Also Present: DC. Keith Philpot (Durham Constabulary), Clive Auld (Bishop Auckland Town 

Team), and David Anderson (Town Clerk) 
 
 
TC.59/15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Blackburn, Golightly, Race, 
A Zair, L. Zair and S. Zair. 

  
TC.60/15 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No issues were raised under this item. 
 

TC.61/15 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Councillor Brownson declared registerable interests in respect of the following items 
and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon. 

 Item Number 7(a) Minutes of Committees, Planning, 30th June 2015 (Minute No 
PL.2/15 refers) 

 Item Number 7(b) Minutes of Committees, Finance, 21st July 2015 (Minute No 
Fin.2/15 refers). 

 
Councillors Brownson. declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in respect of Item 
Number 11(1) Auckland Castle Trail Race and withdrew from the meeting for the 
duration of that item. 
 

TC.62/15 ILLEGAL MONEY LENDING 
DC Keith Philpot, an Organised Crime Group Tactical Advisor, was present at the 
meeting to inform Members of activities currently taking place in Bishop Auckland to 
tackle illegal money lending. 
 
DC Philpot explained that Durham Constabulary was taking an active role in tackling 
organised crime which was worth an estimated £24Bn a year.  Examples were given 
indicating how criminals were being affected by the approach.  In one particular case 
over £1M was recovered from a single family by using the proceeds of crime legislation 
and working together with relevant agencies. 
 
Illegal money lending was one strand of organised crime that DC Philpot was working 
on.  He had recently worked with Bishop Auckland Theatre Hooligans to publicise and 
educate people on the potential pitfalls of borrow money from illegal lenders, and to 
show them that there was an alternative.  The production was launched at Auckland 
Castle. Performances would also be held at other venues around the town.  It was 
intended to roll out this initiative to schools within the Bishop Auckland area. 
 
Loan sharks preyed on vulnerable people in and around Bishop Auckland.  When 
people borrowed from these unscrupulous and unregulated sources, the results could 
be devastating.  The highest interest rate offered by a loan shark was an extortionate 
131,000% APR.  The reality was often that borrowers could not afford to repay the 
debt, which continued to accrue over time having a massive impact on families, the 
results of which hit adults and children alike. 
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Members thanked DC Philpot for his informative presentation and congratulated him on 
the success of this work.  The Town Council would be supportive of future initiatives 
and would consider how it could contribute to the initiative to tackle illegal money 
lending. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 
 

TC.63/15 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 30TH JUNE 2015 
 

RESOLVED: That the Minutes be approved as a correct record. 
 

TC.64/15 MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 
a. Planning, 30th June 2015 
b. Finance Committee, 21st July 2015 

 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be approved and adopted. 
 
There were no matters arising 
 
 

TC.65/15 REPORT OF TOWN MAYOR 
The Mayor reported that he had attended a number of events since the last Council 
meeting including. 
 
7th July 2015 Opened Dorset Place Community Centre 
9th July 2015 Attended Great Aycliffe Town Council’s Mayor 'At Home'  
10th July 2015 Held a Charity Ball at Redworth Hall with 
12th July 2015 Attended Rev. Keith Phipps retirement and celebration of 35 years of 

Circuit Ministry 
14th July 2015 Visited a Help For Heroes facility at Phoenix House, Catterick 
15th July 2015 Officially Open Sustainable Water Garden, Woodhouse Close 

Primary School 
 Attended a performance of 'Loan Sharks' by Bishop Auckland Theatre 

Hooligans (BATH) 
17th July 2015 Attended Mayor's Reunion - Benidorm Quiz Night, Shildon Town 

Council 
18th July 2015 Attended fundraising event at Scope Charity Retail Shop 
24th July 2015 Presented certificates at Princes Trust graduation 
 Attended 20th Anniversary of Barrington Lodge Care Home 
25th July 2015- Attended Mayor of Spennymoor Town Council’s Charity Night 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 
 
REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AND TRAINING 
EVENTS 
 

TC.66/15 TOWN TEAM 
Clive Auld updated Members on recent activities of the Town Team. 
 
Preparations were well underway for the new car show which was to be held on 21st 
August 2015.  Arrangements were also being made for Monster Saturday to be held on 
31st October 2015. 
 
A meeting of the Core Team had taken place on 22nd July.  The Team  discussed the 
Town Team’s priorities, which had originally been established in October 2013 and 
perhaps required a review to reflect current circumstances. 
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The town was now in a much better position looking positively to the future.  It was 
however less that 12 months to the first Eleven Arches event and a great deal needed 
to be achieved in preparation for the increase in visitor numbers to ensure that they 
had a positive experience of the Bishop Auckland and that the town was in the best 
position to flourish.  Further discussion was to be given at the next meeting to be held 
on 5th August. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 

 
TC.67/15 THE BIG LOCAL – GAUNLESS GATEWAY 

Members were updated with regard to the Big Local project.  It was noted that the final 
draft bid document was with Board Members for approval prior to submission in 
September. 

 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 

 
TC.68/15 NALC LARGER COUNCILS COMMITTEE, 7TH JULY 2015 

The minutes of the NALC Larger Councils Committee held on 7th July 2015 were noted. 
 

RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 
 
TC.69/15 CDALC LARGER COUNCILS FORUM, 24TH JULY 2015 

Members noted that the Town Council had hosted a meeting of the CDALC Larger 
Councils Forum on 24th July 2015. 
 
Key discussion points were:- 
 
Nominations for NALC Larger Councils Committee 
Nominations had been sought to serve a two year term on the NALC Larger Councils 
Committee.  County Durham currently had three representatives, including Councillor 
D.A. Fleming whose term would end in December 2016.  Cllrs W. Jefferies’ (Peterlee 
TC) and W. Smith’s (Horden PC) terms of office would end in December 2015 but had 
been nominated to stand for re-election to the Committee.  Cllr P. Quinn (Shildon TC) 
had also been nominated for election. 
 
Given the large numbers of Larger Councils in County Durham it was possible for all 
three nominees to be elected to the Committee.  The County would therefore have four 
representatives supporting County Durham and the North East region. 
 
NALC Larger Councils Surveys 
 

 Council Tax Collection Fund Surplus.  NALC had established a task and finish 
group to investigate the potential of lobbying the Government to request that parish 
councils receive a fair share of the Council Tax Surplus fund in their areas. 
 
Following the meeting Steve Ragg (CDALC) had circulated information obtained 
from Paul Darby, Head of Finance, Durham County Council, to assist completion 
of the survey. 
 
It was noted that the County Council’s collection rate was 98.5%.  It had not 
declared a surplus or deficit on the collection fund for the previous five years as it 
had a balanced position.  However there was likely to be a surplus of circa £5M 
declared this year. 
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Paul Darby had also advised that:- 
 
1.  If the current arrangements were changed local councils would share the risk 

of deficit positions.  This was particularly pertinent due to the increased risk in 
the tax base as a result of the localisation of council tax. 

2. Local councils would need to be aware that this was a one off funding issue 
and could not be relied on for budget planning. 

3. If capping principles were extended to local councils there could be difficulties 
when a deficit occured as council tax would have to be increased to offset the 
deficit. 

 
Members were of the opinion that the potential risks were greater than potential 
benefits. 
 
The survey was to be completed by 31st July.  
 

 Percentage share of locally generated business rates and exemption from 
paying any business rates and community owned buildings 
A Task and Finish Group had also been established to progress national lobbying 
on its policy positions that parish councils should be entitled to a percentage share 
of locally generated business rates and that parish councils running and managing 
public conveniences and community owned buildings should be exempt from 
paying any business rates on those facilities. 
 
It was suggested that any revenue received from business rates could be used to 
improve the town centre environment by helping fund new street furniture, shop 
wraps, shop front renewal scheme., etc. 
 
The survey was to be completed by 31st July.  
 

Delivering Differently in Neighbourhoods 
It was noted that 18 expressions of interest had been submitted to Durham County 
Council including areas such as grounds maintenance, play areas, allotments, 
horticulture and winter maintenance. 
 
Members were reminded that the Town Council had expressed an interest in snow 
clearing around elderly people’s accommodation. 
 
Most of the bids required further development.  An officer from the relevant service 
area would contact bidding councils to assist with the development of their bid. 
 
RESOLVED: 1. That the information be noted. 
 
 2. That the surveys be completed as appropriate. 
 
 

 REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 
 
TC.70/15 AUCKLAND CASTLE TRAIL RACE 

N.B. Councillor Brownson, having declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in respect 
of this Item withdrew from the meeting and vacated the chair for the duration of 
discussion and voting thereon. 
 
Councillor Fleming took the chair for the duration of this item. 
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Consideration was given to a report detailing a request to support the Auckland Castle 
Trail Race.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was noted that a group of local runners, with assistance from Auckland Castle and 
Durham County Council were organising a trail run to be held on Sunday 30th August 
2015 in Auckland Castle Deer Park.  The Town Council had been requested to help 
fund a deficit on the budget. 
 
Members were keen to support the race in the hope that it would become an 
established annual event 
 
RESOLVED: That a donation of £200 be made to Auckland Castle Trail Race. 
 

TC.71/15 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNCILLORS 
Members considered corporate membership of the National Association of Councillors, 
a non party political organisation representing the views of councillors of all sectors 
across Britain.  It provided advice and support for individual councillors as well as 
organising training and other events. 
 
The cost of corporate membership was £16.00 per councillors.  The cost to Bishop 
Auckland Town Council would therefore be £176. 
 
Members were of the view that advice and training was available through the County 
Durham Association of Local Councils and the Durham and Cleveland Training 
Partnership. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Town Council does not become a member of the Association 

of Councillors. 
 

TC.72/15 TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
The following would be invited to attend an appropriately timed meeting to update the 
Town Council on their activities: 

 

 Kate James, Feedback on the Food Festival 2015. 

 Woodhouse Close Credit Union 


