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Minutes of the ANNUAL MEETING of BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN COUNCIL held in the Wesley 
Room at the Four Clocks Centre, Bishop Auckland on TUESDAY 19TH JUNE 2018 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
 
Present: Councillor Fleming (Mayor), and Councillors Allen, Chappell, Cullen, Tucker, 

Wilson, L. Zair and S. Zair 
 

Also Present: Samantha Castell (Bishop Auckland Community Partnership), N Bryson and C 
Auld (Bishop Auckland Town Team) and David Anderson (Town Clerk) 
 

Public in 
Attendance: 

There was no public in attendance 

 
 
TC.39/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were submitted by Councillors Blackburn, Brownson and A Zair. 
 
TC.40/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations were made 
 

TC.41/18 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No questions were raised by members of the public 

 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
TC.42/18 BISHOP AUCKLAND COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 

Samantha Castell, Bishop Auckland Community Partnership, explained that the 
Partnership was a registered charity and had many projects under its umbrella that 
were beneficial to local people and visitors to Bishop Auckland.  All projects ware 
funded and non-profit making facilitated by part time staff and volunteers. 
 
The Four Clocks Centre was the main project.  The Centre provided office 
accommodation for a number of organisations including Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Learning Concepts and of course Bishop Auckland Town Council.  Meeting rooms 
were also available for hire on an ongoing or casual basis. 
 
Samantha gave an overview of other projects run by the Partnership, which included 
 

 C-Card Youth Project 

 Cultivate 4 Life 

 Family Contact Centre 

 Four Clocks Club 

 Memory Club 

 Time 4 Toddlers 

 Venture Out 
 
 
Members thanked Samantha for her attendance at the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 
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TC.43/18 BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN TEAM 
 

Core Team 
Nigel Bryson, Chairman of the Town Team, updated members with regard to the 
activities of the Core Team. 
 
It was noted that Durham Community Action had recognised the contributions of the 
Events Team at this year’s County Durham Volunteering Celebrations.  Clive Auld had 
attended the ceremony held at Durham Cathedral to accept a certificate on behalf of 
the Events Team. 
 
Mr Bryson updated members on the following projects which were being undertaken by 
Core Team partners. 
 
Newgate Street Improvements (DCC) 
It was noted that the redundant planters at the north of Newgate had been removed. 
 
Street furniture and bins had been renewed outside Beales.  The block work section of 
road in that vicinity had become sunken and therefore had been taken up and the road 
resurfaced.  It was understood that while the road closure was in place Durham County 
Council Highways had taken the opportunity to repair pot holes in the road at the north 
of Newgate Street.  This had created a patchwork of different coloured tarmac, 
however it was understood that the whole of the road would be resurfaced in due 
course to make it uniform. 
 
Bollards at various places around Newgate Street had been replaced. 
 
Street furniture which had been removed had been donated to local groups for reuse. 
 
Community WiFi (DCC, Town Council and Town Team) 
Durham County Council’s procurement team had been leading on the tendering 
exercise liaising with legal and ICT services.  A number of tenders had now been 
received.  An evaluation exercise, including demonstrations, was to begin week 
commencing 25th June 2018. 
 
Targeted Business Improvements (DCC) 
8 grants had been completed during 2017/18.  1 had been completed during the 
current financial year.  A further 8 applications had been received. 
 
Information Boards (DCC) 
Information boards had been replaced at no 42 Market Place, NatWest Bank and to the 
entrance to Newgate Street. 
 
It was queried whether the distances to various attractions were correct. 
 
The Fore Bondgate Shop Directory was in process of being completed. 
 
HAZ Project Group (Brighter Bishop Auckland) 
49 projects had been identified which would form the HAZ project.  A leaflet explaining 
the project was being produced and a website was being developed. 
 
A HAZ Project Manager had been appointed and would hopefully take up the post in 
the near future. 
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Events Team 
Clive Auld, Chairman of the Town (Events) Team, gave an update of the activities of 
the Events Team. 
 
1940’s Event, Saturday 9th June 2018 – Over 2,000 visitors had attended.  A number 
of local businesses had taken part in the event which added to the atmosphere and 
visitor experience.  Mr Auld thanked the Town Council for funding the event. 
 
It was hoped that this could become an annual event. 
 
Members commented that the 1940’s event had been excellent and that it had been 
brilliant for shops to be involved in creating such a great atmosphere. 
 
Buskers Days, Saturday 7th July and Saturday 11th August 2018 – Buskers days 
would again be held in the Market Place and various locations on Newgate Street. 
 
Classic Car Show, Sunday 15th July 2018.  Arrangements were being made for this 
event.  Mr Auld thanked Councillor Zair for the contribution from his the Neighbourhood 
Budget to fund the Big Brass Bus. 
 
4 Kynren Saturdays, August 2018.  Arrangements were being made for 
entertainment to be held on four Saturdays in August to coincide with Kynren 
productions.  Clive Auld thanked the Town Council for agreeing to fund these events. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 

 
 
TC.44/18 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

Town Council 8th May 2018 
Events Committee 5th June 2018 
Finance Committee 12th June 2018 

 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be approved as a correct record and 

recommendations contained therein be adopted, with the following 
amendments 

 
TOWN COUNCIL, 8TH MAY 2018 
 
TC.12/18 FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
RESOLVED: That the following members be appointed to the 

 
Councillor David Wilson (Chairman) 
Councillor Lee Brownson (Vice-Chairman) 
Councillor Joy Allen 
Councillor Jamie Blackburn 
Councillor Leanda Chappell 
Councillor Sam Zair 
Vacancy 
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TC.15/18 PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
RESOLVED: That the following members be appointed to the 

Planning Committee 
 
Councillor Tanya Tucker (Chairman) 
Councillor Jack Cullen (Vice-Chairman) 
Councillor Joy Allen 
Councillor David Wilson 
Councillor Lesley Zair 
Vacancy 

 
There were no further matters arising 

 
TC.45/18 REPORT OF MAYOR 

Members noted a report of the Mayor detailing the events attended since the last 
meeting.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 

 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 
 

TC.46/18 INTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT 2017/18 
Detailed consideration was given to the report of the Internal Auditor for the financial 
year ending 31st March 2018, together with a proposed action plan prepared by the 
Town Clerk.  (For copies see file of Minutes). 
 
Members noted that by the very nature the audit was a critical process, however this 
was welcomed as it helped the Council make further improvements to its systems and 
procedures. 
 
RESOLVED: 1. That the Internal Auditor’s report be received 
 
 2. That the proposed responses to the Internal Auditors 

recommendations and comments be agreed. 
 
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 
 
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2017/18 (PART 3) 
 

TC.47/18 SECTION 1 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2017/18 
Consideration was given to the Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, for the year 
ended 31st March 2018.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 

 
RESOLVED: That Section 1, Annual Governance Statement 2017/18, be 

approved. 
 
TC.48/18 SECTION 2 ACCOUNTING STATEMENT 2017/18  

Consideration was given to the Section 2, Accounting Statements for the year ended 
31st March 2018. (For copy see file of Minutes). 

 
RESOLVED: That Section 2, the Accounting Statements, be approved. 

 
TC.49/18 SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS REGIONAL TRAINING EVENT 

Consideration was given to attendance at the SLCC Regional Training Event to be held 
at Hall Garth Hotel and Country Club, Coatham Mundeville on 19th September 2018. 



 
 
Signed: ………………………… 
Town Mayor 

5 - 6 

 
The Town Clerk and Assistant Town Clerk had expressed an interest in attending the 
event. 
 
No members present at the meeting were able to attend the event.  It was however 
suggested that as there was a ‘three for the price of two’ offer that three places be 
booked. 
 
RESOLVED: That places be booked for the Town Clerk, Assistant Town 

Clerk and one other to attend the event. 
 

TC.50/18 PROPOSED TRAFFIC ORDER – INTRODUCTION OF 20MPH SPEED LIMIT AT 
COCKTON HILL 
Consideration was given to a report relating to the proposed introduction of a 
mandatory 20mph speed limit in the vicinity of Cockton Hill Primary School.  (For copy 
see file of Minutes) 
 
RESOLVED: That the proposal be supported. 
 

TC.51/18 TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
The following would be invited to attend an appropriately timed meeting to update the 
Town Council on their activities: 

 

 Barbara Slasor, Gaunless Gateway 

 Mick Irwin, Drug and Alcohol Reduction Unit 
 
 

TC.52/18 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
In accordance with the provisions of Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the Council excluded the press and public for the remaining items on the agenda by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted since publicity would 
be prejudicial to the public interest.  

 
 REPORT OF TOWN CLERK (CONTINUED) 
 
 
TC.53/18 MILL RACE ALLOTMENTS – REQUEST TO TRANSFER TENANCY 

Consideration was given to a report regarding an appeal against the Council’s decision 
to refuse a transfer of tenancy.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was noted that the plots in question were vacant as the previous tenant had 
terminated the tenancy.  Members therefore considered the allocation of the vacant 
plots to the appellant. 
 
RESOLVED: That the plots identified in the report be allocated to the 

appellant, subject to the following conditions: - 
 

1. That the plots be used only as a paddock area with no 
horses being stabled thereon. 

 
2. That the number of horses kept on the total area rented by 

the appellant does not increase.  The maximum number of 
horses to be kept is therefore 10. 
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TC.54/18 MILL RACE ALLOTMENTS – REQUEST FOR REFUND OF RENT 

Consideration was given to a report detailing a request for a refund of rent.  (For copy 
see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: That eleven month’s rent be refunded. 
 
 

TC.55/18 MILL RACE ALLOTMENTS – REQUEST TO LEASE LAND 
Consideration was given to a report relating to a request to lease land from the Town 
Council.  (For copy see file of minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: That the request be agreed in principle, subject to further 

enquiries being made as to the status of the allotment land. 
 

TC.56/18 OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 
Consideration was given to a report updating members with regard to the purchase of 
office accommodation.  (For copy see file of Minutes) 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted and actions taken endorsed 


