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Minutes of the ANNUAL MEETING of BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN COUNCIL held in the Wesley 
Room at the Four Clocks Centre, Bishop Auckland on TUESDAY 31ST JULY 2018 at 6.00 p.m. 
 
Present: Councillor Allen (Mayor), and Councillors Blackburn, Brownson, Chappell, 

Cullen, Wilson, A Zair, L. Zair and S. Zair 
 

Also Present: Liz Fisher, The Auckland Project 
Susan Graydon and Barbara Slasor, Gaunless Gateway 
N Bryson and C Auld (Bishop Auckland Town Team) 
David Anderson (Town Clerk) 
 

Public in 
Attendance: 

Alan Anderson 

 
 
TC.57/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were submitted by Councillors Fleming and Tucker. 
 
TC.58/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
Item No 7. Minutes, Finance Committee held on 24th July 2018 
 

 Minute No FIN.11/18 Authorisation of Cheques - Delegated Powers 
Councillors Allen and Blackburn declared an ‘other non-registerable personal 
interest’ in respect of cheque no 1618 and took no part in the discussion or voting 
thereon. 
 
Councillors L. Zair and S. Zair declared a ‘disclosable pecuniary interest’ in respect 
of cheque no 1620 and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
 

 Minute No FIN.16/18 Applications for Community Fund / Donations 
Councillor Allen and Blackburn declared an ‘other non-registerable personal 
interest’ in respect of the request from Venture Out (WASSP) and took no part in 
the discussion or voting thereon. 
 
Councillor Brownson declared an ‘other non-registerable personal interest’ in 
respect the requests from Henknowle Community Association and Bishop Healthy 
Heart Beat Support Group and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
 

Item No 12.2 Woodhouse Close land, Outline Proposal 
Councillor Brownson declared a ‘disclosable pecuniary interest’ in respect of this item 
and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon. 
 

TC.59/18 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No questions were raised by members of the public 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
TC.60/18 THE AUCKLAND PROJECT 

Liz Fisher, Director of Engagement, The Auckland Project, (TAP) gave a presentation 
setting out the role and aims of the Engagement Team of TAP.  (For copy see file of 
Minutes). 
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Liz explained that TAP was ‘not just about constructing new buildings and art galleries, 
it was about transforming lives and giving the town, as well as its community, a new 
lease of life and making changes forever’. 
 
The aims of the Engagement Team were to: - 
 

 Help get our community ready for the hundreds of new job opportunities  

 Work with schools to improve educational attainment 

 Work in partnership to build community spirit and pride to enhance health and 
wellbeing 

 Bring about revival of mind, body and spirit through our programmes 
 
An outline was given to education and learning initiatives which included: - 
 

 School visits to the Mining Art Gallery 

 Pop up museums, history and RE visits to schools and nurseries 

 Long and short term history, art and enterprise projects 

 Forest School 

 Parent and toddler groups 

 Drop in family activities at the Mining Art Gallery 

 Adult learning classes and visits including printing press and prison visits 

 Young Archaeologist Club 

 Involvement with Bishop Auckland and Coundon, Cultivate 4 Life, Wolsingham & 
Stanhope Show 

 
A range of heritage skills projects were also being delivered which providing craft 
workshops as well as working with school and community groups. 
 
Presentations had been made to over 120 groups in the area.  Regular visits were 
being made to local businesses, shops and neighbours to keep people up to date.  The 
Team was also actively and regularly engaging with key stakeholders and community 
groups. 
 
Liz outlined initiatives such as working to support long term unemployed to help develop 
confidence and skills, Dementia Friendly Heritage Group which met in the Mining Art 
Gallery, carrying our consultations in the run up to the opening of the Faith Museum and 
Castle and Summer Schools held in partnership with Jack Drum Arts. 
 
Other projects included Woodhouse Close Community Allotment, Cultivate 4 Life, Bishop 
Auckland and Coundon in Bloom, Partnering Journey in Coundon, Tin Arts providing a 
two year programme looking at how adults with learning disabilities could engage with 
TAP, food projects and enterprise development. 
 
Liz also outlined arrangements for the opening of Auckland Tower on 20th October 2018. 
 
Despite rumours it was clarified that there were no plans to open Castles Bar before 
Christmas. 
 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 
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TC.61/18 GAUNLESS GATEWAY 

Barbara Slasor, Community Engagement Officer and Susan Graydon, Partnership 
Support Assistant, gave a presentation on the various activities of the Gaunless 
Gateway project. 
 
Barbara explained that the Gaunless Gateway was a Big Local Partnership, led by 
local people.  The area covered the communities of Cockton Hill, Henknowle, 
Woodhouse Close/Tindale Crescent, St Helens Auckland and West Auckland, some of 
the most deprived wards in County Durham. 
 
The Partnership’s objectives were to manage the ten year programme to meet the 
area’s long term vision and outcomes to make a positive and lasting difference to the 
communities of West Bishop Auckland. 
 
The Big Local outcomes had been identified as:- 
 

 Communities will be better able to identify local needs and take action in 
response to them. 

 People will have increased skills and confidence, so that they continue to 
identify and respond to needs in the future. 

 The community will make a difference to the needs it prioritises. 

 People will feel that their area is an even better place to live.  
 
The Partnership was looking to 
 

 Create more local jobs 

 Improving health and wellbeing 

 Increase activities that children and young people can get involved in 

 Bring different generations together 

 Reduce crime and improve community safety 
 
It was explained that a Community Plan had been developed to ensure that funds were 
being spent in a way that benefitted communities most.  The Plan was reviewed 
annually to ensure that objectives were still relevant and being met.  The fourth review 
was currently underway. 
 
The 2016-2018 plan had made £60,000 available to kick start some big ideas through 
small grants.  County Durham Community Foundation had provided an additional 
£30,000 in matched funding under a partnership arrangement, which included an 
element of support to develop fair and transparent processes.  Twenty-nine projects 
had been funded via the small grants scheme. 
 
In addition, the Gaunless Gateway had funded the purchase of a ‘Big Purple Playbus’, 
a double decker bus which would give young people from across the Gaunless 
Gateway area a play facility which was available to them at no cost.  The project had 
created a new job as well as additional volunteer opportunities.  The bus was operated 
by Auckland Youth and Community Centre. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 
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TC.62/18 BISHOP AUCKLAND TOWN TEAM 
 

Core Team 
Nigel Bryson, Chairman of the Town Team, updated members with regard to the 
activities of the Core Team. 
 
Newgate Street Improvements (DCC) 
It was noted that the redundant planters at the north of Newgate had been removed. 
 
Street furniture and bins had been renewed outside Beales.  The block work section of 
road in that vicinity had become sunken and therefore had been taken up and the road 
resurfaced.  It was understood that while the road closure was in place Durham County 
Council Highways had taken the opportunity to repair pot holes in the road at the north 
of Newgate Street.  This had created a patchwork of different coloured tarmac, 
however it was understood that the whole of the road would be resurfaced in due 
course to make it uniform. 
 
Bollards at various places around Newgate Street had been replaced. 
 
Street furniture which had been removed had been donated to local groups for reuse. 
 
Community WiFi (DCC, Town Council and Town Team) 
Durham County Council’s Procurement Team had been leading on the tendering 
exercise liaising with their legal and ICT services.  A number of tenders had now been 
received.  An evaluation exercise, including demonstrations, was to begin week 
commencing 25th June 2018. 
 
Targeted Business Improvements (DCC) 
8 grants had been completed during 2017/18.  1 had been completed during the 
current financial year.  A further 8 applications had been received. 
 
Information Boards (DCC) 
Information boards had been replaced at no 42 Market Place, NatWest Bank and to the 
entrance to Newgate Street. 
 
It was queried whether the distances to various attractions were correct. 
 
The Fore Bondgate Shop Directory was in process of being completed. 
 
HAZ Project Group (Brighter Bishop Auckland) 
49 projects had been identified which would form the HAZ project.  A leaflet explaining 
the project was being produced and a website was being developed. 
 
A HAZ Project Manager had been appointed and would hopefully take up the post in 
the near future. 
 

 
Events Team 
Clive Auld, Chairman of the Town (Events) Team, gave an update of the activities of 
the Events Team. 
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1940’s Event, Saturday 9th June 2018 – Over 2,000 visitors had attended.  A number 
of local businesses had taken part in the event which added to the atmosphere and 
visitor experience.  Mr Auld thanked the Town Council for funding the event. 
 
It was hoped that this would become an annual event. 
 
Members commented that the 1940’s event had been excellent and that it had been 
brilliant for shops to be involved in creating such a great atmosphere. 
 
Buskers Days, Saturday 7th July and Saturday 11th August 2018 – Buskers days 
would again be held in the Market Place and various locations on Newgate Street. 
 
Classic Car Show, Sunday 15th July 2018.  This event had been a great success.   
Mr Auld thanked Councillor Zair for his contribution from the Neighbourhood Budget to 
fund the Big Brass Bus. 
 
4 Kynren Saturdays, August 2018.  Arrangements were being made for 
entertainment to be held on four Saturdays in August to coincide with Kynren 
productions.  Clive Auld thanked the Town Council for agreeing to fund these events. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted 

 
 
TC.63/18 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
 

Town Council 19th June 2018 
Planning Committee 19th June 2018 
Finance Committee 24th July 2018 

 
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be approved as a correct record and 

recommendations contained therein be adopted 
 

There were no further matters arising 
 
TC.64/18 REPORT OF MAYOR 

Members noted a report of the Mayor detailing the events attended since the last 
meeting.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 

 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 
 
 
REPORT OF TOWN CLERK 
 

TC.65/18 TRAINING EVENTS 
Consideration was given to a schedule of training events which were available from the 
County Durham and Cleveland partnership.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
No Members were able to attend the full day training events due to work and other 
commitments.  It was suggested that the Secretary of County Durham Association of 
Local Councils be advised that Members were unable to attend all-day training events 
and requested that future training events also be made available on an evening.  
 
RESOLVED: 1. That the information be noted. 
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 2. That the Secretary of County Durham Association of Local 
Councils be advised that Members were unable to attend all-
day training events and request that future training events also 
be made available on an evening. 

 
 

TC.66/18 TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
The following would be invited to attend an appropriately timed meeting to update the 
Town Council on their activities: 

 

 Mick Irwin, Drug and Alcohol Reduction Unit 

 Jill Wood, Feedback on Food Festival 

 Debbie Connell, Feedback on Summertime Activities 
 
 

TC.67/18 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
In accordance with the provisions of Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, as amended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the Council excluded the press and public for the remaining items on the agenda by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted since publicity would 
be prejudicial to the public interest.  

 
 REPORT OF TOWN CLERK (CONTINUED) 
 
TC.68/18 WOODHOUSE CLOSE LAND OUTLINE PROPOSALS 

Consideration was given to a report regarding outline proposals for the use of land at 
Woodhouse Lane.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 1 That Members supported the proposed use of land identified as 

Section A in the report. 
 
 2. That Members supported the proposed use of land identified as 

Section B in the report, subject to there being no active 
proposals for housing. 

 
TC.69/18 OFFICE ACCOMMODATION 

The Town Clerk gave an update with regard to the purchase of office accommodation.   
 
It was noted that a planning application had been submitted.  Documentation was 
awaited from the vendor’s solicitor. 
 
A meeting had been arranged with the vendor to discuss the likely timescale for the 
purchase. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information be noted. 


